
 
 

   

The Identity Theft Face Off 

 
True or False? 
 
1. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) estimates that as many as 1 million  True  False 

Americans have their identities stolen each year.  
 
2. Identity thieves can rent an apartment, obtain a credit card, establish   True  False 

a telephone account, and even commit a felony using your name. 
 
3. "Phishing" is when an identity thief pretends to be a financial institution   True  False 

or company and sends spam or pop-up messages to get you to reveal  
your personal information. 

 
4. "Skimming" is when an identity thief steals credit/debit card numbers by  True  False 

using a special storage device when processing your card.  
 
5. When it comes to identity theft, you can entirely control whether you will  True  False 

become a victim. 
 
6. One of the best ways to protect your identity is by using online passwords  True  False 

only you would know - like your mother's maiden name or the last four   
digits of your SSN. 

 
7. Firewalls, anti-spyware, and anti-virus software should be installed   True  False 

on your computer to protect against intrusions and infections that can  
lead to the compromise of your files or passwords. 

 
8. If your personal information is stolen, you only need to contact one of the  True  False 

three credit reporting companies to place a fraud alert on your credit 
report. The company you call is required to contact the other two. 

 
9. The names of the three nationwide credit reporting companies are  True  False 

Equinox, ExperiCorps, and TransAmerica. 
 
10. By law, you are eligible to receive a free credit report once every   True  False 

12 months from each of the three credit reporting companies.   
 
11. The website where consumers can go to order their free annual credit  True  False 

reports is www.freecreditreport.com. 
 
12. Consumers can also order free credit reports by contacting the   True  False 

three credit reporting companies individually. 
 
13. The law limits a consumer's liability for unauthorized credit card   True  False 

charges to $500 per card. 
 

14. Victims of identity theft should file a report with their local law enforcement.   True  False 
They should also file a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission. 
 

15. The identity theft website for the Federal Trade Commission is www.ftc.gov/idtheft.  True  False
  



 
 

   

ANSWERS 
The Identity Theft Face Off 

 
True or False? 
 
1. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) estimates that as many as 1 million Americans have their identities 

stolen each year.  FALSE 
 
2. Identity thieves can rent an apartment, obtain a credit card, establish a telephone account, and even 

commit a felony using your name.  TRUE 
 
3. "Phishing" is when an identity thief pretends to be a financial institution or company and sends spam or 

pop-up messages to get you to reveal your personal information.  TRUE 
 

4. "Skimming" is when an identity thief steals credit/debit card numbers by using a special storage device 
when processing your card.  TRUE 

 
5. When it comes to identity theft, you can entirely control whether you will become a victim.  FALSE 
 
6. One of the best ways to protect your identity is by using online passwords only you would know - like your 

mother's maiden name or the last four  digits of your SSN.  FALSE 
 
7. Firewalls, anti-spyware, and anti-virus software should be installed on your computer to protect against 

intrusions and infections that can lead to the compromise of your files or passwords.  TRUE 
 
8. If your personal information is stolen, you only need to contact one of the three credit reporting 

companies to place a fraud alert on your credit report. The company you call is required to contact the 
other two.  TRUE 

 
9. The names of the three nationwide credit reporting companies are Equinox, ExperiCorps, and 

TransAmerica.  FALSE 
 
10. By law, you are eligible to receive a free credit report once every 12 months from each of the three credit 

reporting companies.  TRUE 
 
11. The website where consumers can go to order their free annual credit reports is 

www.freecreditreport.com.  FALSE 
 
12. Consumers can also order free credit reports by contacting the three credit reporting companies 

individually.  FALSE 
 
13. The law limits a consumer's liability for unauthorized credit card charges to $500 per card.  FALSE 

 
14. Victims of identity theft should file a report with their local law enforcement. They should also file a 

complaint with the Federal Trade Commission.  TRUE 
 

15. The identity theft website for the Federal Trade Commission is www.ftc.gov/idtheft.  TRUE 
 


